Linux Increase File Handles In RedHat ES3
Overview:
The default RedHat Linux distribution is configured with 32768 file handles. This value is will support approximately 128 Stream II sessions.
Description:
Larger sites or systems with high session count should increase the system file handles to the recommended Cove Systems, Inc. setting which can support up to 256 sessions.
Resolution:
Edit /etc/sysctl.conf and add the following line at the end of the file:



# increase system file descriptor limit

fs.file-max = 65536
Save /etc/sysctl.conf and reboot the host. 
To verify the current setting issue the following command:

cat /proc/sys/fs/file-max

The value returned should be 65536
Alternately to avoid performing a system reboot and impacting operations you can execute the following command:

“echo 65536 > /proc/sys/file-max"

Be sure to edit /etc/sysctl.conf as mentioned above to make the file handles change permanent.
