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Trend Analysis

Application Note

Trend Analysis

Cove System's STREAM II application provides the ability to track sales trends using "trend" accumulators in the customer and inventory masters.  These accumulators are loaded on a periodic basis to allow reports to be produced that show sales trends by comparing a fixed period of time with a variable period of time.  Trend analysis provides a smoothing factor by allowing the user to compare statistically similar time frames.  The customer and inventory master files contain different types of data items that can be used for trend analysis.  These different data types are 

Static Data

Static data is data that is only changed on a periodic basis by user intervention.  This data is rolled forward at the end of the year by a system utility and remains the same for the next year.

On-line Data

This includes data fields that are maintained in the course of normal on-going transaction processing and are always current.

Trend Data



The data item used to compare a user selected period with the static and on-line data.

The following section gives some examples of these different data types in the Customer Master and Inventory Master files.

Customer Master

Data Type

Field Description

On-line


Year to Date Sales

Static


Last Year Sales, Two Years Prior Sales, Three Years Prior Sales

Trend


Trend Sales

Inventory Master

Data Type

Field Description

On-line


Month to Date Sales, Quarter to Date Sales, Year to Date Sales

Static


Last Year Sales, Two Years Prior Sales, Three Years Prior Sales

Trend 


Trend Sales


Operational Procedures

In most cases the your company will pick a standard for the "trend" fields, although they can be reloaded at will anused for many different types of analysis.  A typical  example would be to load the trend field on the first of each month with the previous 12 months sales.  Then, reports can be produced which will compare the last 12 months sales with the Last Year Sales data to evaluate which direction sales are moving.  This can also be done with Prior years sale, year to date, etc...

In the case of the inventory master this analysis can be done on a quarterly of monthly basis.

Another use of the trend field would be to compare current monthly, or quarterly, sales with the same time period last year.

Some of the reports that can use the trend information are:


Customer Ranking (FV054R21)

Customer Ranking with one Break (FV054R20)
Before these reports can be run, the trend fields in the Company Master and/or Inventory Master must be properly loaded.  This is done using the following programs which can be run both attended and un-attended (See BATCH processing Application Note).

Build Company Master Accumulators (FV054X01) - This program is used to load the Trend data based on a used entered range of dates.  The program may also be used to rebuild the other data items described above.

Build Trend Data in Inventory Master (FV070X12) - This program is used to load the Trend data based on a used entered range of dates. 


Yearly Maintenance

On a yearly basis the utility to roll forward the yearly data items must be run.  This program - "Roll Forward Company Statistics" does the following data manipulation.


Year to Date is moved to Last Year, and then cleared


Last Year is moved to Last Year2


Last Year2 is moved to Last Year3

Note: The Last Year3 data is eliminated.

