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                                 Application Note

STREAM II PCL Laser Printer Interface

The PCL Laser Printer Interface is referred to as PCLCOVE on all operating systems.  It consists of a batch file or script and a set of control codes.  The form in which the control codes are stored is based on the operating system type.  The current implementation supports NetWare and Unix.  If required, the NetWare version may be easily modified to accommodate a non-NetWare LAN environment.

Batch File/Script Usage

The syntax for the PCLCOVE interface is the same in both NetWare and Unix.

It is as follows:

PCLCOVE [orientation] [size] [queue_name] [filename.ext]

Orientation is specified as P for portrait printing or L for Landscape printing.  The size is specified as N for normal size print (10 characters per inch), M for medium size print (12 cpi), S for small print (16.67 cpi) or X for extra small (22 cpi).  Queue_name is the name of the print queue where the output should be directed and filename.ext is the name of the file to print.

PRINTER File (F245) Configuration

Accessing the PCLCOVE interface from standard PRINTER file records is very simple.  Define a printer name of type default with a description of your choosing.  Enter a temporary file name to use for the output in the OUTFILE parameter.  Enter the correct PCLCOVE command line for your selected output format in the POST_COMMAND field.  You should omit the file name from the POST_COMMAND field since it is automatically appended to your command line.

NetWare Implementation

In a NetWare LAN environment, the PCLCOVE setup consists of a batch file named PCLCOVE.BAT and a series of control code files named HPPCL-*.$$$.  Install these file in your cove code directory.

Unix Implementation

On a Unix host, the PCLCOVE setup consists of the pclcove script and a terminfo definition file named coveprn.lp.  Both of these are installed in /cove/util on the Unix host.  As root, you must execute the following command before using the pclcove script:

tic /cove/util/coveprn.lp
This command line compiles the required printer drivers for the Unix terminfo library.  At this point, the pclcove script will work correctly.  /cove/util must be in the user’s path.  This is default for the Cove Systems provided environment.


Copyright (1998, Cove Systems, Inc., all rights reserved.

pclcove
March 9, 1998
Page 1

[image: image1.jpg]