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There has been much discussion over the past few months on which direction the industry is moving in the area of Multi-tasking.  Multi-tasking is the process of a user being able to run multiple tasks simultaneously.  For example, if you want to run a report in the background while you edit something in the foreground.  The difference between multi-tasking and "task-switching" is that under task switching the task moved to the back "suspends" and does not continue processing.  This is a very dangerous proposition as if the task is suspended at the wrong time the whole system can be locked and you will suffer index corruption.  We strongly recommend that you do not use task switching software.

After looking at the available options, Cove Systems is committed to support STREAM II on the following multi-tasking platforms:

1.  Microsoft Windows - We feel that this is becoming the platform of choice and are seeing the vast majority of our customers moving in this direction.  Windows must be run in "386 enhanced" mode on a 386 or 486 machine for proper operation.  We recommend at least 8MB of RAM when running Windows.

2.  IBM O/S2 - We will support O/S2 as it provides excellent multi-tasking capabilities, supports Windows applications and is the basis of the Data Access Database Engine.  The down side of this operating system is that it requires a lot of memory on the workstation, we recommend 16MB of RAM.

3.  Unix - As the premier non-DOS operating system Unix provides one of the best multi-tasking environments and is a popular platform for running Data Flex.

4.  VMS - The Digital Equipment (DEC) operating system.  This system is in use worldwide and has the reputation of being the best Multi-tasking operating system available.  Requires DEC equipment and lots of horsepower.

Cove Systems tests STREAM II on the above systems and will only support users running under these environments.  Dataflex, the language STREAM II is written in, will run under other environments but at the users own risk.
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