The Broker Module 

The broker module is used to keep track of goods for sale that do not belong to the company and are in stock at vendor facilities, available for sale, or provided to the company as consignment inventory.

The following document describes the use of the Broker file by a computer reseller purchasing goods from multiple distributors.

Auto Creating Items in Inventory from the Broker file 

The broker file is accessible from the menu or within the order entry system by pressing the Slash key in the line item browse. While in the Broker screen it is possible to automatically create items in the inventory file. This is done by either pressing the USER2 key or selecting the item with the ENTER key (if the program has been called from Order Entry). The system checks if the item exists in the inventory file, if not it creates it. See tech notes for more information on how the item is created. Files Involved 

- This file contains the special purchasing and sales prices, along with the date, contract, and quantity requirements required in getting the pricing. 

Broker - This file contains one record for each item that is available from a vendor, each vendors location may have a separate record or all the goods a vendor has across all locations may be combined into a single record. This file is commonly loaded by a nightly process with updates received from the vendor.

Inventory - This file contains records describing items either in stock in a warehouse location or items that have been sold by the company. Records may also be in the file to describe items that the company expects to sell regularly. The Broker file and special pricing file may contain records for items not in the inventory file which are linked together by the item number. These may be used by the broker file for pricing information or other modules. File Relationships The Broker and Special Pricing files are linked to each other and the Inventory Master by the house item number (ITEM#) Technical Notes Item Creation - When the operator selects a broker item to create in inventory the system does the following: 

1. Checks if the item exists in the location the operator is in, if so the creation process terminates and normal processing continues. 

2. Checks if the item is in another location, if the item is found the creation process terminates and it notifies the operator. 

3. Creates a record in the inventory file based. The inventory defaults specified in the below parameter are used to create the item and the appropriate data is moved from the broker record to the inventory record. 

Control Parameters 

· F248:BRCRTOK - is set to "N" disallows creation of items in inventory 

· F248:BRCRITM1 - if set to yes prompts the operator to respond if the item is serialized or not and updates the inventory record being saved. 

· F248:BRKR2INV - defines the name of the parameter file to use for inventory defaults. If this is not set the file "FV070M20.DFL" is used. In either case the default control file is looked for in the system default directory. 

Broker File Load Process 

The company’s vendors provide raw data in ASCII files. The job processor then runs a load process on a nightly basis to update the Broker and Special pricing files. As each item is read from the ASCII input file the load program does the following.

1. Strip all punctuation (including spaces) out of the manufacturer item number provided in the input file. 

2. Search for the manufacturers item number in the inventory master, searching by manufacturer and manufacturers item number. If found, update the Inventory master record as required. 

3. Search for the manufacturers item number in the broker file. If found update, find the Vendor records for the item in the broker file and update these broker records as required. 

4. If the manufacturers item number is not found for the vendor being processed create broker records using the item number of the manufacturers item number records found for another vendor. 

5. If no record is found in the Broker file for the manufacturer's item number a broker record is created and assigned a new house item number from the F248 counter #ITEM. 

6. If special pricing information is provided, update (or create records in) the special pricing file using the house item number from the broker record. 

The net result of the preceding logic is to assure that Broker records from multiple vendors for the same item have the same house Item number. Note: If the house item number is not loaded and repetitive loads are done with vendor information the data in the inventory master will not be current after items are created from the broker file and then later updated in the broker file. Special Considerations When updating the special pricing file the programmer must develop logic to determine what entity the special pricing records should be associated with. It is recommended that a table be created using a TEXTDATA record or GENCODE table which is searched by the loading program. 
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