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StreamV Release Control


StreamV Release Control
This document describes the internal and external release control of the Stream V product.  Stream V consists on the executable StreamV.exe and numerous support files.  This document describes how they are maintained at Cove, delivered to the customer and updated.

Cove Release Structure

When a version of StreamV is ready for release it is consolidated from the source directories into two directories under g:\released for release and release maintenance.

Each of these directories contain a full VDF development workspace with all source, data and support files in the appropriate subdirectories.   This includes the demo data file set released with the version.  
-------------------------------------------------------------

The first directory is the “Release Maintenance Workspace”  

i.e. G:\released\Stream50Maint
The StreamV executable and SETUP programs are generated in this directory.  Any fix, changes or enhancements made to the release are coded and tested in this directory.  To manage this properly a token is passed between the programmers at Cove to maintain exclusive ownership of the workspace.  When a release version has been compiled the whole workspace is copied to the Release Publication Workspace.

Released software maintenance rules:

1. No file structure changes, field names/renames ok.

2. Minor data modifications only.

3. Views and Dialogs may be added based on rules 1 & 2.

4. Update to XLS, SQL, Report and LL Templates is allowed.
All changes must be coded as automatically self installing Minor Updates.

-------------------------------------------------------------

The second directory is the “Release Publication Workspace”.  This directory contains the released code and is the source for the code available for download from the Cove website.  When this directory is loaded the EXE should be uploaded to the Cove-Systems Download Site where is can be downloaded.
i.e. G:\released\Stream50Released
-------------------------------------------------------------

Initial Customer Installation

When StreamV is delivered by the downloadable Setup program the complete set of support files are provided that are in sync with the executable being installed.

Update Management
After the initial installation of StreamV at a site, Cove provides an ongoing “stream” of updates (hence the name - Stream ).  To make this process easier we have automated the installation of minor updates.  Each released StreamV executable contains code that automatically runs to install any minor required updates.  When a StreamV executable is run it checks the system parameter file to determine that the file system is the correct one for the program.  If the file system is correct the program then checks if all the minor updates have been done, if not it does the minor updates. 
After checking and performing any minor updates the program confirms that the support files are current for the current build of StreamV.  It does this by checking for newer versions of the support files on the Cove Systems Download Site via the Internet.  If the Cove Systems Download Site is not available the system will not perform the minor updates and the new version of StreamV can not be run until it is able to connect to the download site.  StreamV releases installed using the SETUP program do not need internet access.
Note: The first time a new StreamV is run it locks the system while it performs any minor updates.  This may take some time based on the amount of support data that needs to be downloaded.  It is strongly recommended that StreamV be run once immediately after installing any new executable! 
Technical Notes

The following table lists the components of the Stream V application and how they are updated.  “File Update” indicates that the whole file is updated, while “Data Update” indicates that the contents of the file are updated programmatically by data being updated in the file by StreamV.  Data updates are required as data files are commonly on a server which is not accessible on a file access basis from the workstation.
	Item
	Location
	Data Update
	File Update

	Stream V Executable
	c:\cove\programs
	
	√

	Cove Static Information File
	CoveText data file
	√
	

	Cove Help Information File
	c:\cove\help\StreamV.chm
	
	

	List and Label Templates
	c:\cove\ll_templ\
	
	√

	Cove Reports Excel Files
	c:\cove\xls\
	
	√

	Customer Data 
	C:\cove\data or on a Server
	√
	


Cove Static Information File (TEXTDATA) – This file contains the following data that is update in the file as required.

	Description
	Type
	Code
	Ident

	Browse Control Information
	BCI
	Browse Id 
	index

	Static Web Addressing Information
	MAP/SHP
	Pap_Link
	

	eCommerce Website formatting information
	WBO
	Page
	

	Master Report Templates
	VRM
	Report Id
	

	System Control Records
	SCR
	type
	


CoveText and TextData Synchronization
With each update new LL templates, Report Templates, Browse Control Information and Report Spreadsheets may be required.  This section describes what is updated.  The document StreamAutoUpdate describes how these are updated.

When a new update in installed StreamV will connect to the Cove Download Site and automatically refresh the CoveText file.  This file only contains Cove provided information and is never modified on site it is linked to the build of StreamV.

When a new update is installed StreamV will connect to the Cove Download Site and automatically refresh the Cove Help file.

Browse Control Information – Since this data is used only for online display, user modified par information is not updated.  Par information for new screens will be automatically used the first time it is required.  The “control file update View” can be used to clear site/user specific control information to force the system to use the system default information.

LL Templates – StreamV will automatically download the most current LL templates.  If they are modified on-site they should be renamed and the appropriate report templates edited.

Excel Files – StreamV will automatically download the most current Cove Excel files.  If they are modified on-site they should be renamed and the appropriate SQL templates edited.

Report & SQL Templates – Each time a report template is used the system checks if there is a more current template in the CoveText file.  
Internal Note: Store full set of templates in F240 for reports and sql.
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