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Jobber

Print Jobber
Introduction: The Cove Print Jobber provides the ability to produce Laser printed documents on systems running in a non-GUI environment.  These documents include: packing slips to ship with the product; invoices; POs and order confirmations.
Operational Overview: Laser documents are printed using programs from Cove’s Stream V system which is a Windows (GUI) based application.  The Jobber program runs on a dedicated PC with access to the Faircom Server (via IP) and either local or remote printers.  Printing is done through the standard windows printing system.
The Jobber program scans the JOBS file for instructions as to which documents to print.  When the jobber starts a list of checkboxes is provided to allow the operator to select which types of documents the instance of the Jobber should process, and how often to check the JOBS file.  When the Jobber finds a record in the JOBS file it executes the appropriate print routine based on the data in the JOBS record and updates the JOBS record to indicate the job has been printed.
JOBS records for printing can come from multiple sources.

1. Standard print routines that respect F248 flags will route print jobs to the Jobber instead of printing directly.  These flags can be set by customer.
2. JOBS can be manually entered in the JOBS file.  This is normally done for testing, verification and debugging.

3. Custom print routines that do not print directly, but rather just submits jobs to the Jobber for printing.
Technical Notes: The STREAM V print programs use a sophisticated page formatting engine from Combit Corp. to format print output. This engine is called LL (short for List & Label) and uses a template based system.  Stream V selects the appropriate data from the database and sequentially presents the records, and any additional calculated data to the LL print engine, which takes the information, formats it and outputs it to the appropriate destination.
The LL engine can perform numerous calculations on the data, including virtual columns, subtotaling and merge images with the output.  It also manages pagination.  LL can output the data in multiple formats (including PDF files).  How the output is presented is specified in the output templates and can be modified on a site specific basis using the “LL Designer” which is provided with Stream V. 
To load the designer, create a print job in the JOBS file with the printer name set to DESIGNER.  When the Jobber runs the Job the LL print engine will load the designer with the current template and allow you to edit and save it.
JOBS File Record/Field Requirements

	Field Name
	Description

	Program
	The name of the print routine –

VDFPACKPRINT – invoice/packing slip print routine

VDFORDRPRINT – order print routine

	Job_Number
	Sequentially number assigned to uniquely identify the job.

	Report_Number
	Document Identifier – invoice#, order#, etc…

	Command_Line
	Is formatted as follows:

<LL Template Name>  <Destination>  <Parameters> 

LL template name – LL file name (LLARINV1.LST)

Destination – Can be (DISPLAY, PRINTER, EMAIL or DESIGN)

Parameters – Based on the destination, for Display and Design no parameter required. For Printer we supply the print queue name. And for Email we supplay the email address.

	Status
	“Q”, will be changed when the job has been processed.


Configuration Parameters
	Flag Record
	Description
	Notes

	F248: LASERPRN
	Name of the printer Queue
	

	F248: SYS-LLRP
	The folder where List&Label templates are saved. 
	

	F248: LLARPCK1
	The List&Label packing slip template name. Default llpck001.lst
	

	F248: LLARINV1
	The List&Label Invoice template name. Default llarinv001.lst
	

	F248: LLORD001
	The List&Label order confirmation template name. Default llord001.lst
	

	F248: LLPUR001
	The List&Label PO template name. Default llpur001.lst
	

	F248: ARINVBKO
	Backorders Printing Flag
	

	F248: INVPDEPT
	When printing current location address as the return address, this flag determine if we use department address as location address. 
	

	F248: INVP1015
	Flag to print comment 1015 on the invoice.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	F18: LaserPackRoutineEnable
	Set to Y, if the customer wants a Laser Packing slips.
	Reference: LongCode.DOC

	F18: CustomerPackingSlipTemplate
	Name of the custom packing list for this customer. 
	Reference: LongCode.DOC

	F18: CompanyPOPrintableSegment
	Defines the printable segment of this customer PO number.
	Reference: LongCode.DOC

	F18: VWPackingSlipLogo
	Holds the location and name of the customer logo image
	Reference: LongCode.DOC


Sending Email from the Jobber

The Jobber can process reports, displaying them on the screen (very useful for debugging and testing), printing to local printers, remote printers, to file and can send report output by email.  To support the sending of email Outlook must be installed.  When sending by email newer versions of the operating system do security checks to avoid the dissemination of viruses.  They pop up a message to prompt the operator to approve the sending of the email.  This does not work well with a server process as there is no operator.  

The current work around for this is to install Outlook Express which has a setting to disable this check.  Please note that if you do this you should implement the appropriate security considerations.
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