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Visual Stream (Stream V)
Data Cleanup


Data Cleanup

To ensure data integrity Visual Stream (Stream V) does extensive validation on all records being updated (saved).  This validation includes checking the data in parent records.  As the result of this a system with data that does not conform to the data validation rules defined by the Data Dictionaries, Parent Files and Gencode Tables will be nearly impossible to work with as most transactions involve multiple files.  If one piece of data is invalid Visual Stream will not accept the transaction.  Since the invalid data may be in a parent file that is not accessible by the program being run it is critical that the data be clean prior to the start of operations.  Cove has provided the following tools and procedures to do this.

After installing Visual Stream on either a new system (with converted data) or an existing system the following process should be followed prior to using Visual Stream. .  Note that this process is very system intensive and can run for quite a time.  It is best to select sets of files to process.  For example processing files 53,54, and 39 will allow the basic CRM system to function. See the sections at the end of this document for specific program names for data cleanup.

1) Check for orphan records - These are records that have fields in them pointing to non-existent records in parent files (related too files).

a) Use the Database Builder (DBB) provided with Visual Dataflex to print a report of which files have orphan records.  This program produces a report providing the number of records missing parents and *.ORP files that contain links to those records.

b) For table files, and files that have a limited number of parent records a good way to find missing records is to produce a report using the Generic Content Counter (FV000GCC).  This program allows you to select a field and produces a report listing all the different values in the field.  This can be compared to the table (parent) file and the appropriate records either edited or loaded using the Generic Field Loader (FV000GFL).

2) Check for invalid field data - These are records that have fields containing data that is deemed invalid based on either the files Data Dictionary or customer defined Gencode tables.

a) The VDF Data Test Program is provided to produce a report of the records failing validation.  The following procedure should be used as the report can take a long time to run and quickly become unwieldy.

i) The check of orphan record must have been completed and all orphan records cleaned up.  If this has not been done this report will continuously stop as orphan records are found.

ii) Select the file to be processed.  

iii) The view will default to the number of records in the file.  Edit the record count default to be 50 records, as most errors will occur in the first 50 records.

iv) Once the test has run for the 50 records check the log file which will have the name {logic file name}.err and be in the directory pointed to by the system parameter F248:SYS-LOG

v) Once you have identified the fields with invalid data in them produce a report using the Generic Content Counter (FV000GCC).  This program allows you to select a field and produces a report listing all the different values in the field. 

vi) Then load the appropriate data into the fields using the normal editors or the Generic Field Loader (FV000GFL).

Data Cleanup Notes and Programs

File 53 - Contact Master

FV053X01 - This program reads through the contact file and assigns all contacts not pointing to a company record to the "ZZ-UNASSIGNED COMPANY" record.

File 54 - Company Master

After the data in the company master has be cleaned up, or using the character mode Company Master, add a company record to point unassigned contacts to.  This record should have the company name "ZZ-UNASSIGNED COMPANY" and the account numbers "ZZ-UNASS".  This account status should be set to "inactive".

