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Browse SQL Drilldown Logic


Application Note


To handle situations where additional drilldowns are required from browses that are not easily implemented with existing indices, and data, we have implemented the Browse SQL Drilldown Logic. This methodology allows very flexible drilldowns to be created without causing file changes.

Example - A customer invoice lines by manufacturers item number drilldown would normally be impossible to provide as the manufacturer item number is not in the transact file.  The Browse SQL Drilldown methodology works as follows:

1. The customer selects the option from the pull down menu.

2. The program refreshes all the buffers and calls the CustomerSalesbyManuItem panel.

3. The panel contains a site modifiable SQL statement which will select the records to display in the drilldown.  This SQL statement defines what fields will be displayed, and the order in which they are displayed.  In this example the SQL statement will do a Left Join between the invoice line file and the catalog file to get the manufacturer item number.  The output is then displayed in reverse sequence of the manufacturer item number and invoice date.
4. The panel is passed the company name which is inserted into the SQL statement replacing the [COMPANY.COMPANY] token.  This restricts the drilldown to the company highlighted in the parent browse.
We provide two different implementations of this logic.  
A general one, which allows completely free form SQL drilldowns to be defined to handle site specific needs quickly.    These drilldowns have no expansion capability beyond the data displayed in the result set.  The SQL statement, and data source are stored in multiple TextData records tied to each browse that the user may select from.  

In addition to the above, this technology is used in Cove provided drilldowns which (since they are cognoscente of the data in the result set) support additional drilldown and expansion options.

The SQL statements in both cases are not user modifiable to ensure appropriate security.

